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SUBJECT: RETIREMENT OF GENERAL CARLTON, COMMANDER, 

MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND 

1 . FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING 
SECRETARY TO GEN. PAUL K. CARLTON ON THE OCCASION OF HIS 
RETIREMENT. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: DEAR GENERAL CARLTON: ON THE EVE OF YOUR 
RETIREMENT FROM THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AND AS 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE MILITARY AIRLIFT COMMAND, I WANT 
TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION TO OUR FOREIGN POLICY 
EFFORTS AND TO WISH YOU ALL SUCCESS IN THE FUTURE. THE 
ISRAELI AIRLIFT, THE MAYAGUEZ RESCUE, OPERATIONS BABY LIFT 
AND HOMECOMING, THE ASSISTANCE TO THOSE SUFFERING FROM 
NATURAL DISASTERS SUCH AS EARTHQUAKES IN TURKEY AND ROMANIA, 

AND TODAY S EVACUATION OF SURVIVORS OF THE CANARY ISLANDS' 

AIR DISASTER ARE RECENT EXAMPLES OF THE WAYS MAC HAS SERVED 
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AS A VALUED INSTRUMENT OF UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY. 

YOUR OUTSTANDING QUALITIES OF LEADERSHIP WERE A CRUCIAL 
INGREDIENT IN THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE MILITARY AIRLIFT 
COMMAND DURING A PERIOD OF NATIONAL STRESS. I WANT YOU TO 
KNOW THAT WE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE VALUE HIGHLY THE 
ROLE OF MAC AND ITS HIGHLY DEDICATED AND PROFESSIONAL 
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PERSONNEL AND HAVE DEEPLY APPRECIATED YOUR OWN SERVICE IN 
YOUR CAPACITY AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. (PARAGRAPH) WITH 

BEST WISHES FOR YOUR FUTURE. SINCERELY. WARREN 
CHRISTOPHER, ACTING SECRETARY. END TEXT. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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